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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant's: Theodore V. Benderev 

Serial No. : 09 ft97,938 . *] 2>3 f tfSS 

Filed: November 23, 1998 

For: System & Method for Securing 

Sutures to Bone & Tissue 



Art Unit: 3731 
Examiner: David O. Reip 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON DC 20231 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Prior the examination of the above- identified continuation in part application, please amend 

such application as follows: R iw ^ » * k_l & J 

IN THE CLAIMS : MAY 0 8 2001 

Please cancel Claims 1-5 without prejudice. • TECHN0L v0< C - TER R3700 

Please add the following new claims: 

6. (New) A surgical implant for securing sutures, grafts, synthetic materials, and soft 
tissue to soft tissue at a selected target site comprising: 

(a) a piton member having proximal and distal ends, said distal end being 
operative to penetrate into and become embedded within said soft tissue at said 
target site, said piton member being manually positionable within the tissue such 
that said piton member defines a pathway of penetration therewithin; 

(b) an attachment member formed upon said proximal end of said piton 
member, said attachment member being designed to receive and securably hold said 
suture, graft or soft tissue; and 




deployment device which typically must be utilized with prior art devices, such as those disclosed 
in the Akopov et al. reference. 

Based on the foregoing amendment, remarks and declarations of Drs. Thomas, DeSantis, 
and Benderev submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.132, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
claims, as amended, are allowable over the cited prior art. Similarly, New Claims 19-38, which 
are drawn to new embodiments disclosed in the present continuation-in-part patent application, are 
likewise believed to be allowable over the prior art. In this regard, such claims are directed to 
novel systems and methods for enabling a suture line to be secure within soft tissue at a desired 
target site. Such claims are likewise believed to be allowable over the cited prior art and 
Applicant respectively requests early notice to that effect. 

To the extent the Examiner has any questions, requires additional information or has any 
suggestions to resolve any outstanding issues that may remain, he is invited to contact Applicant's 
counsel at the number listed below. 

Respectfully Submitted, 




Registration No. 36,224 

STETINA BRUNDA GARRED & BRUCKER 

75 Enterprise, Suite 250 

Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 

(949) 855-1246 
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Application No.: 09/733,455 
Response to Office Action of January 23, 2006 
Attorney Docket: BENDF-004B (formerly BENDE-008B) 



Y 

JUL 2 5 2006 ) i N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




Applicants: Theodore V. Benderev 
Serial No.: 09/733,455 

December 8, 2000 



Filed: 
For: 



SYSTEMS FOR SECURING 
SUTURES, GRAFTS AND SOFT 
TISSUE TO BONE AND 
PERIOSTEUM 



Confirmation No. 2632 
Art Unit: 3731 
Examiner: David Owen Reip 



REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O Box 1450 

Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby submits the present Request for Continued Examination to continue 
prosecution of the above-identified patent application, and hereby files the present 
amendment responsive to the final Office Action dated January 23, 2006. In response to that 
Office Action, please kindly amend the application as follows: 



Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this document in a listing of claims which 
replaces all prior versions of the claims. 



Remarks begin on page 14 of this document. 



2ZXS- <l(0O 



Application No.: 09/733,455 

Response to Office Action of January 23, 2006 

Attorney Docket: BENDF-004B (formerly BENDE-008B) 

cannot properly be maintained. Applicants therefore respectfully request that such rejection 
be withdrawn. 

In addition to the foregoing, Applicants have further amended the claims in 
accordance with the Office Action of January 23, 2006. Specifically, Applicant has 
withdrawn Claims 39-42 and 45-48 from consideration and has further cancelled Claim 43. 
Applicant has further added new Claims 49-52, of which Claim 49 depends from 
independent Claim 19 and Claims 50-52 depend from Claim 35, and are directed respectively 
to types of materials for forming the sling component (Claim 49) and methods involving the 
placement of a sling at or near the urethra (Claims 50-52). Such claims are fully supported in 
the specification page 23, line 23 to page 25, line 29 and Figures 16, 16a, and thus do not 
introduce new matter. Such claims are likewise believed to be within the scope of the elected 
invention. 

Based on the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims, as amended 
herein, are now in condition for immediate allowance. Early notice to that effect is 
respectfully requested. To the extent the Examiner has any questions, requires additional 
information, or has any suggestions to resolve any outstanding issues that may exist, the 
Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's counsel at the number listed below. 

If any additional fee is required, please charge Deposit Account Number 19-4330. 



Respectfully submitted, 




By: 




Customer No.: 007663 



Registration No. 36,224 

STETINA BRUNDA GARRED & BRUCKER 

75 Enterprise, Suite 250 

Aliso Viejo, California 92656 

Telephone: (949) 855-1246 

Fax: (949)855-6371 
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